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Wonthaggi  (Photo: Travis Cooper Design) 

 

Well it’s six weeks since my hernia operation and I am itching to get back on the bike, but the 
longer I can hold off the better I will heal.  So me and photographer Jo thought helping out 
with our club, Dandenong MCC at the 2016 Yamaha ATV MX Nationals last weekend would be 
the best way to keep me distracted.  That was, until I saw they were holding a Vets Over 40 
Solo class.  Darn it.  There were the cream of the Gippsland MX Series out on that superbly 
prepped track having a ball in between the four wheel races.  No pressure, racing eachother for 
pit lane  bragging rights.  Just my sort of thing.  There will always be next year though. 
 

   
So we rolled into the club grounds at Wonthaggi around 8am Saturday morning and Glenn 
Capuano quickly got me a hi-viz vest and out I went to the track to flag.  The place looked 
fantastic and the four wheelers ripped around the track in a pace that looked as quick – or 
quicker than the usual motocrossers.  In fact the fastest Pro Open time was 9 seconds faster 
than the fastest time recorded at the recent club motocross champs.  It was just the jumps and 
whoops that slowed them a little.  In fact in the SXS class it slowed Simon Evans #199 so 
much he left the track with a three wheeler after tumbling forwards off the big table top four 
times.  No injuries to Simon but the car was unfixable. 
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 Before…        After If you are going to endo, do it in this 
 

Whilst Kenny Watts from Horsham MCC kept us informed and amused in the commentary box, 
Jo was out on the track all day to bring you these pics and stats: 
 

   
Marking out the Austraco holeshot corner     Open Class Qualifying Holeshot by #24 Jake Van Vliet 

 

    
Victorian Liam Glover #17, Pro Open Class    New Zealanders Cameron and Scott Keegan 



 

 

4 

    
#24  Jake Van Vliet      Cody Lincoln #116 

 
5 riders preparing for the Vanika Industries Superpole 

Luke Gaisford #14, #17 Liam Glover, #92 Mitch Van Vliet, #24 Jake Van Vliet, #1 Chris Bosnakis 

 

   
Mitch Van Vliet #92 Luke Gaisford #14 wins Superpole, $200 and 3 points – and an 

interview with Kenny Watts 

Superpole results: Mitch Van Vliet 1 point, Chris Bosnakis 2 points and Luke Gaisford 3 
points 
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Women’s Class, Melissa Cooper #14 and Jemma Merrylees #55 fight for holeshot 

   
Gina Merrylees #26       and daughter   Jemma Merrylees #55 

The Women and Girls quad riders featured in the top 3 in various races, including Jemma 
Merrylees #55 “Australia’s Fastest Woman on a Quad” from Kalgoorlie WA who has won two 
national titles including 2015 Nationals in Alice Springs, and took home another this weekend.  
She also races with the men in the WA MX series as well as taking state titles in SA and NT.  
Jemma was in the Amateur class as well this weekend, coming second.  Dad Dean is the team 
mechanic as Gina Merrylees #26 (Jemma’s mum) was in the Vets 40+ and the Womens.  
 
 

   
 Start line dads     Cain Gerritts #01 gets a push 
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        Bridie Pearse #94, Tillu Austin #908     Kaleb Nyhuis #46, 8th in Junior 250 
           and Mea Dowsett #16, 90cc Limited 

 
90cc Limited class 

 
Joshua McQuade #14 gets a Hi-5 from Kenny Watts after winning his 90cc Comp class 

He won 4 out of the 5 races over the weekend 
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Junior 250 class, Jae Dowsett #37    Aidan Robinson #22, Vic winner of 250 Junior Class 

MV Press Release 
KYABRAM'S AIDAN ROBINSON DEFENDS NATIONAL TITLE AT WONTHAGGI 

 
 

KYABRAM’S Aidan Robinson is again a national champion, winning the 250cc Junior title 
at the 2016 Australian ATV MX Nationals in Wonthaggi last weekend. 
Aidan, 15, won the extremely-contested junior class by just 4 points over Jae Dowsett and 15 points over 
Jakob Bosustow. 
  

Aidan won one out of his five races, finishing second in every other race to successfully defend the title that he 
won at last year’s ATV MX Nationals in Alice Springs in August 2015. 
  

After admitting he didn’t have the best preparation in the lead-up to the national event, Aidan was surprised 
that he managed to win it again. 
  

“I wasn’t really planning on it but it’s always good to come home with the win. The bike went a treat after we 
rebuilt it before the event,” Aidan said. 
  

“In the first race, I got a pretty good start and came out in third-place. A few of the riders in front of me made a 
few mistakes and I managed to get up in front and win the first race so that was good,” Aidan, who won his 
first race by 02.646 seconds, recalled. 
  

“In Race 2, I got another good start and finished second and on Sunday, I got three straight seconds and 
managed to get the overall,” Aidan, who also had to compete with blustery conditions at the Wonthaggi track 
yesterday, added. 
  

“The wind was really windy on Sunday, it was a challenge,” Aidan added. “There was some really close racing 
between some of the riders, especially the boys from Western Australia,” he added. 
  

Aidan will still take part in the Quad Rider Club of Victoria’s Club Off-Road Series with the last round to take 
place at the State Motorcycle Sports Complex at Broadford on October 22 and the final round of the QRCV 
ATV MX Club Rounds at Warrnambool in November. 
  
“I’d really like to thank 3B Small Engines, Hardiman ATV, Fox Shocks, Lonestar Racing, Scott Motorsports, 
Pigatto Constructions, my brother for putting in all the time and effort into my bike, and to everyone else, 
including my family, who has helped out throughout the season,” Aidan added. 

 
Amateur Class 

Out of the 5 Amateur races there were 3 different winners. 
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Vets Over 40 with  Ian Ffitch #44, outright winner   Vets rider Ian McGuigan #9, came fourth 

    
Jackson Evans#199 and Jacob Redpath #289  Amateur Class  Angus Sculthorpe #313 
 

Angus Sculthorpe #313, Amateur Class, reports on his weekend via Facebook 
 

“So I had my first ever quad race over the weekend and it was pretty much my first real ride on a quad at 
the ATV Nationals.  I had no clue what I was doing in practice so crashed in the first lap of practice 
getting smashed by the bike possibly have a broken rib or two, raced my first race and got a 5th which is 
dam good for me, missed the 2nd race as I couldn’t breathe. 
Day 2, felt OK after smashing pain killers like Skittles, got a 4th in the first moto a 5th in the 2nd and then 
good old Stu (brother) jumped on my quad to do one of his races as his race bike had a hissy fit.  
Needless to say he rode the stock quad’s little heart out and it also had a hissy fit so I couldn’t do my 
final race which I was kinda happy about cause I was in a lot of pain.  
 

Thanks to all the quad guys for showing me the ropes and giving me good advice and Stu for letting me 
ride his practice bike.  Might even have another crack next year!  And well done Mitch Van Vliet for 
organizing a ripper weekend, all you Pro’s are *___* psychos on those things!” 

   
SXS (Side by Side) demo class won by Jake Williams in the NRGTV YXZ 1000R, Simon Evans runner up 
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Open class last race of the day 

 

 
West Australian Chris Bosnakis #1 

 

 
Chris and Jake head to head in the back to back 

 



 

 

10 

   
Luke Gaisford #14, second outright    The Gaisford and Bosnakis pit boards 

 

   
19 year old Chris Bosnakis from Perth WA has won 13 state champs, 9 national titles and now 
3 Aussie Pro Champs, and also raced in USA this year. 
The top three Pro Open riders have all dominated the Nationals since 2011.  Ryan Fritz, 
Communications Manager MV interviewed one of them, Victorian Mitch Van Vliet before the 
event 
 

 
“Riders are coming from New Zealand and all over Australia. It’ll be one of the biggest Pro Open 
races the discipline has ever since quads became really popular,”  
Mitch, 25, who has also recently competed at the Finke Desert Race and is the 2014 China 
International ATV Invitational champion, loves the family-friendly nature of the sport: “It’s not as 
intensely competitive as the two-wheeled disciplines. 
  

It’s a really family-friendly sport,” Mitch, who races against his both his younger brothers Jake 
Van Vliet and Cooper Van Vliet, added. 
  

Mitch is a big fan of the track at Wonthaggi too. “I’ve competed at Wonthaggi heaps of times 
before. I’ve had a number of coaching schools there and it’s a wicked track. It’s really wide, 
there’s lots of passing opportunities. 
  

“With quads, one line usually forms but it doesn’t seem to at Wonthaggi so that’s why it was 
chosen,” Mitch added. 
Asked what advice he’d give newcomers to the sport, Mitch added: “Give it a try. It’s a fun sport 
and it’s got a great atmosphere.” 
  

“I’d really like to thank our major sponsor Yamaha Australia for supporting this event too, plus 
my Mum, Trudy Van Vliet, and all our other supporters, including Legend Quads, Hardiman 
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ATV, Vanika Industries, Quad Squad, Victory Meats, Austraco, Spy and Thor, who have got 
behind us.” 

 

With the dust increasing, the racing finished with the Open class Back to Back spot on 4pm and 
it was time for a well earned steak and beer in the local town. 
 

We rose bright and early Sunday morning to get back to the track for the second day of racing 
and that track had received a good soaking from the water truck making conditions skatey for 
the first few races.  My task for the day was to keep up the food and drink to all the flaggies 
driving around on the club’s quad.  It was tempting to join in the racing but I restrained myself.  
Once again Jo pulled on the boots and headed out to get these muddy pics: 

 
Open class, first race on Sunday 

 

   
Junior 250     Maddie Thomas #9 

   
Sweep Chris Wynd helps Cain Gerrits #1    Over 40 winner #44 Ian Ffitch 

      Ian  had 5 wins out of 5 starts in Vets Over 40 
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The Vet motocross solo riders were joined today by Denis Casey #v29 who shook things up at 
the pointy end, great fun to watch, just wish I had been riding with them: 

   
Vets Solo class – Denis Casey #v29 with the holeshot   Paul Murphy’s first race since shoulder surgery in April 
Denis said the track was light night and day compared to the usual mx race condition at Wonthaggi.  The quads smooth out the 
track and create unusual and unpredictable ruts and berms. 
 

   
Eddie Cini #v45, second outright    Anthony De Vond #v102, outright winner 

 
Anthony De Vond #v102, takes 4 wins from 5 races with Eddie Cini #v45 pinching a win off 
him in the last race of the weekend. 
 

   
90cc Deegan Lough#34 and Joshua McQuade#14      Amateur Class, Bryce Clark #66, third outright
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SXS holeshot corner, too tight to call 
 

 
Jake Williams fights to keep Simon Evans at bay 

 
90cc Comp class, Lauchie Coath #888 and Taiha Browne #704 
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Lauchie Coath #888 could be out to start a trend.  Mmm could I get #v165 perhaps? 

 

   
After getting a bad start, Chris Bosnakis #1 chased down Liam Glover #17    Stu Sculthorpe #128   

     

   
                           Cooper Van Vliet #4 “Breathe!”      Michael Murphy #43 given a race update 

 
Unfortunately we had to leave at midday to get to our official photographer duties at a mate’s 
wedding but we hear that the weekend was a great success for the club and the riders. 
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The Senior Pro Open was won by #1 Chris Bosnakis winning 5 out of the 6 races, losing only to 
Gaisford in race 4 – Gaisford also won the Superpole after a small error from Chris.  The Van 
Vliet brothers were all top 7, Jake in 3rd, Mitch 4th and Cooper 7th. 
Victorians podiumed in 5 classes over the weekend with two first place getters from our state: 
The Quad Riders Club of Vic summed it up 
Congratulations to our QRCV members that were on the podium this weekend at the ATV MX 
nationals! 
Junior 200/250cc Aidan Robinson 1st Place! 
Vets 40+ Stuart Glover 3rd place! 
Vets 40+ Shane Martin 2nd place! 
ATV Amateurs James Blackhurst 1st place! 
Senior Open Jake Van Vliet 3rd Place! 

And a big well done to all our other members that rode their hearts out this weekend! 

   
And time to wash up 

 

This was another huge effort from the Dandenong MCC, securing another national event and 
managing it with professionalism.  So the thank yous are many: Glenn Capuano, Daniel 
Walker, Gerard Toohey, Trudy Van Vliet and the scoring tower team, Kenny Watts on 
commentary, Michael Burns, Chris Townsend, Nathan Allen, Renee Boyle, Frank Gogol, 
coffee makers and kitchen chefs, Rossy, Rex Lea, Kurt Goodman, Steve Young, Darren 
Pay, Gary Hopkins, Lisa Skinner, all the flag wavers and track waterers, the sweeps: x01, 
Jake Gogol, Chris Mainjet Wynd, Shane Tilley, Jaxson Murphy, Joel Pay, Medical 
support from Race Solutions,  
Sponsors: Vanika Industries www.vanikaindustries.com, Austraco, Yamaha, Legend Quad 
Services, Quad Squad, Thor, Spy, Victory Meats and Hardiman ATV 
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RESULTS 
Fastest senior lap: Luke Gaisford #14  1:47.921 in the Superpole 
Fastest junior lap: Victorian Aidan Robinson #22  1:56.645 
By comparison fastest lap in the DMCC club motocross champs in September was Tanner 
Kram in the Snr 250 class at 1:56.470 
 
Results are on the new version of Mylaps for motorized sports: Mylaps Speedhive 
www.speedhive.mylaps.com 

 
 
Senior Open 
1. Chris Bousnakis #1 
2. Luke Gaisford #14 
3. Jake Van Vliet #24 

SXS Side by Side 
1. Jake Williams #139 
2. Simon Evans #199 
3. Tom Evans #6 

Vets 40+ 
1. Ian Ffitch #44 
2. Shane Martin #64 
3. Stuart Glover #216 

ATV Amateurs 
1. James Blackhurst #121 
2. Jemma Merrylees #55 
3. Bryce Clark #66 

Junior 200-250, Comp 
1. Aidan Robinson #22 
2. Jae Dowsett #37 
3. Jakob Bosustiw #20 

Women’s 
1. Jemma Merrylees #55 
2. Melissa Cooper #14 
3. Lisa Hoyle #18 
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Dandenong MCC’s motocross three round club champs at the Wonthaggi 
motocross track continues with the second round on Sunday 16th October with 
the Off-Road Club Champs Rnd 8 currently penciled in the day before on 
Saturday also at Wonthaggi – huge weekend of racing 
Classes for the MX round include: 
VMX Pre 90 class     Enduro class 
Vets Over 35, Vets Over 40, Women 
Prizes, raffles & a unique prize is going to be up for grabs… 
Free camping Saturday night for club members 
Also proudly supported by AMX and Scooter News 
Entries open soon at www.dmcc.com.au, closing 13th Oct 

90cc Limited 
1. Lachlan Sloan #3 
2. Bradley Meek #666 
3. Ryan Meek #278 

Junior 90-110, Comp 
1. Joshua McQuade #14 
2. Deegan Lough #34 
3. Taiha Browne #704 

Vets Solo 
1. Anthony De Vond #v102 
2. Eddie Cini #v45 
3. Paul Murphy #555 
4. Denis Casey #v29 

 

 
More great photos can be found at With Visual and photopacks are available via the ATV MX 
Nationals Facebook page.  For information on the Quad Riders of Vic head to their Facebook 
page and get yourself sorted for racing in 2017. 
 
The Dandenong Club has an action packed double header weekend coming up next weekend at 
Wonthaggi with their off-road series on Saturday and the second round of the motocross 
champs on Sunday. 
 

 

 

   
 
 

 

 

   
 

   
 

****************************************************************************** 
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It’s happening this week starting today.  The 91st International Six Day Enduro in Navarre Spain. 
Cheer on the Aussie senior men, women and juniors at this year’s Six Day Enduro. 
Where can you get info and pics: 

 Chris Gray is behind the scenes and sending through live video of the team as they 
prepare so take a look at his Facebook page  

 John Hamilton of Mad Dog Images 
 AORC on Facebook 
 Motorcycling Australia Facebook and website 

 Team Australian 6 Day Enduro Facebook page 
 FIM website: www.fim-isde2016.es 
 FIM International 6 Days of Enduro – ISDE Facebook page 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiVtKfjr6zPAhVCHJQKHSsYCjEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.enduro.de/Veranstaltung/fim-international-six-days-enduro-isde-2016/&bvm=bv.133700528,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNH70udsfzv-QGmGCJdZsoTaCVHeHw&ust=1474956427064502
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        The Netherlands team, KTM, SWM and Puch 

And for all you vinduro fans, there is an Enduro Vintage Trophy this year and you can see more 
info at FIM Enduro Vintage Trophy on Facebook 
 

The Aussie team are also updating us via Facebook page Team Australia 6 Day Enduro and 
live timing will be via FIM-ISDE ALKAMELSYSTEMS.COM 
Daniel Milner was chosen as the flag carrier for the team at the opening ceremony 
Men’s World Trophy Team: Daniel Chucky Sanders, Daniel Milner, Josh Strang, Lachlan 
Stanford 
Yamaha Blu Cru Women’s World Trophy Team: Jessica Gardiner, Tayla Jones and Jemma 
Wilson 
Junior World Team: Jack Simpson, Tom McCormack, Nic Tomlinson 
 

   
There is a white theme to this year’s event.  Daniel Sanders KTM300  Some of the terrain 

    
Opening Ceremony with Daniel Milner, flag bearer   Nic Tomlinson 
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Jack Simpson 

   
               Daniel Milner, WR450, practice   Aussie Senior Men (Photo: MA) 

   
Tayla Jones, Jessica Gardiner and Jemma Wilson Aussie Women (Photo: MA/Mad Dog) 

GOOD LUCK! 

****************************************************************************** 
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One  for  the  pool  room 

Matthew Phillips History Making World Enduro Champion and Tribute Plate 

Hurry – limited numbers left 

Matthew Phillips Off-Road Racing in partnership Holden On Tight is offering the now world 
famous #1 Tribute Charity Front Number Plate, with each plate personally signed by Phillips. 

This exclusive offer is in recognition of history making efforts by the Tasmanian capturing the E2 
and GP World Championships in Cahor France. 

At 23 years of age Phillips’ results in the last 4 years are staggering, 2013 World Jnr Champion, 
2014 World E3 Champion and 2015 E3 Vice World Champion and 2016 E2 and 2016 World GP 
Champion . 

   

To order one of these exclusive plates please email rholden66@bigpond.com to receive payment 
details.  
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Plates will be strictly limited on offer and at just $400 (plus postage) they will move fast.  

If you want to secure a piece of Australian enduro racing history you need to act quick and then 
when it arrives take it straight to the Pool Room, Man Cave or on put on your bike and Ride with 
Famous #1. 

All sales help support Beyond Blue Organisation supporting Men’s Mental Health. 

If you need to talk to someone go to http://www.beyondblue.org.au/.       

Regards.  

Rosco Holden 

Motorcycle Rider &Team Management,    
Special Events, Charity Fundraising,  
 PR, Sponsorships, Promotions. 

M: +61 (0) 412 992 666     E:  rholden66@bigpond.com 

 
***************************************************************************** 

WE  NEED  YOUR  MEMORIES!! 
DANDENONG  MCC  85TH ANNIVERSARY  Year 

 
This year one of Victoria’s largest motorcycling clubs will celebrate its 85th Anniversary with a 
celebratory dinner on Friday 4th November.  And to make the evening a true celebration of the 
club’s long and successful history we are looking for your photographs to include in a 
presentation that will run throughout the evening. 

 

     
 
The track at Wonthaggi has hosted many legends in the past – and continues to host many 
legends of the future – so if you have some favourite shots, scan them and email to us at 
Scooter News or send via Facebook. If that sounds too hard then post them to us 
(you can request our postal address) and we will scan them and send them back to you. 
It would be great if we could have them by 30th September. 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjpqaCOgbHOAhVBo5QKHSRNAeYQjRwIBw&url=http://freedesignfile.com/36128-funny-cartoon-photographer-vector-set-02/&psig=AFQjCNHbnpoFwBJQyG226OL2fastFQmugg&ust=1470717837374820
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DMCC 85th Anniversary 
Annual Dinner  

 

This is a save the date and a bit of info on the 85th 
Anniversary Annual Dinner. 
Date will be Friday the 4th November. 
It will be held at the Dingley International Hotel in Dingley 
Below is some information on what will be included on the 
night.    
Dinner will be a 3 course banquet.  $65 p/h 
Tea & Coffee station with continuous self-serving 
Full 5 x 5 Dance Floor 
Full Bar with Beverages at Bar prices 
Formal Foyer with bathroom amenities and smoking 
balcony 

Perhaps you have some old photos from: 
The pits and pit crews 
Camping with your mates 
Volunteers and officials at work 
Motocross racing photos 
Off-road events and pony express events etc 
Photos of the mx track 
Old posters promoting events 

 

The older the better!   

   
 

 

Free Car parking  
10% Discount off any accommodation booked 
Contact the club if you have any questions or some cool ideas 
Martin Orchard,  Social Secretary, Motorcycling Victoria Delegate,    
97769977      0409776997    marty@topgearmotorcycles.com.au  
 

 
****************************************************************************** 

 

Sponsors/Advertisers: It’s time to get your business on the cover of the newsletter as we say 
goodbye to our latest advertiser, Comdain Homes, and you can see their quality building 
projects on www.comdainhomes.com.au.  Director James Coen is an avid Scooter 

News reader! 

But we are also proud to have Mk1 Motorcycles on board for their support of the DMCC off-road 
series.  Located in Carrum Downs they can meet all your motorcycling needs, so visit their shop 
or website www.mk1motorcycles.com.au. 

And Cisco’s Race Tuning supports us and the sport as advertisers – your business can also be 
seen by over 1650 readers so drop us a line and get the ball rolling. 

http://www.dmcc.com.au/index.php/news/notices/449-85th-anniversary-annual-dinner
http://www.dmcc.com.au/index.php/news/notices/449-85th-anniversary-annual-dinner
http://dingleyinternational.com.au/
mailto:marty@topgearmotorcycles.com.au
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Steve    #v165  

   

 Steven Davis 
  (Scooter News) 

 

Email: scooter-news@hotmail.com 
#v165 mobile: 0412 999 905 

 

 
 

If you are receiving this email from a mate and want to get it straight 
from us – send us an email! 

   
 
 
 

THANKS TO DMCC FOR HOSTING OUR NEWSLETTER THIS WEEK 
 

************************************************************* 
     

TRADE   PAGE 
 

   

 
Specialists in motorcycling servicing, performance tuning, 

dyno tuning, modification, fabrication, general repairs, race 

setup, vintage restoration etc 

 

Cisco's Race Tuning 
Unit 1/12 Jesmond Road Croydon VIC 3136  

Ph (03)9725-1330   Fax (03)9725-1141 

info@ciscos.com.au  FB: Ciscos Race Tuning 

 
STEVEN DAVIS 

PAINTING 
All your domestic and commercial needs 

Interior and exterior 
 

Eastern suburbs 
Free quotes 

Steve: 0412 999 905 
(well, it is my newsletter...) 

  

https://www.facebook.com/RochesterMotorcycles
mailto:scooter-news@hotmail.com


 

 

25 

Website: www.ciscos.com.au 

 

Open 8.30-5pm Mon-Fri 
Phone: 03 9775 1299 
Fax: 03 9775 1399 
sales@mk1motorcycles.com.au 

1/ 3 Lathams Road, Carrum Downs 3195 VIC 
 

 
 
CUSTOM DESIGN & BUILT HOMES 

REQUIRE QUALITY TRADES 
Carpenters, Concreters, Bricklayers, etc. 
 
        James: 0419 581 277 

               Email: jbcoen@comdain.com.au 
 

www.comdainhomes.com.au 

 
 
Scooter News has advertising space available – sell your motorbike items or promote your 
business – motorbike related please.  Circulation: OVER 1,650 motocross riders, and rising!   
Adverts are a bargain - $10 a week for business card size ads and no commission on the sale.  
Front page sponsorship packages also available.  Contact Steve to discuss 

0412 999 905 / scooter-news@hotmail.com 
 

    
 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 
Email us your event poster – it’s FREE! 

    
 

Looking for Photos? 
 

Jo will hunt out the best of photos of you from 
an event and all we ask for is a donation to 

help our support of the sport.  Contact us for 
details 

scooter-news@hotmail.com 
 

Remember all profits are put back into 
supporting this wonderful sport! 

mailto:scooter-news@hotmail.com
mailto:scooter-news@hotmail.com
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http://www.worldvetmx.com/

