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Cover Shot goes to… Mathias Bellino #21 celebrating his outright win  

I hope that was real Champagne 
We don’t want to upset the French!   
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It was a frantic few days leading up to our time at the 2016 Aussie Four Day Enduro – work, 
kids and all that stuff.  But me and photographer Jo finally jumped into the landcruiser at 5pm 
on Tuesday to spend the rest of the week helping out and covering the biggest enduro event on 
the Australian off-road calendar.  Daniel Milner #1 was aiming for his fifth Australian Four Day 
title in a row and had come back from injury earlier this year fighting fit aboard a fresh Yamaha 
YZ450F.  He certainly looked the goods and we believed it was within his grasp.  But KTM 
mounted Daniel Chucky Sanders has had a stellar year in the AORC and VORC champs as 
well as the ISDE and would be hungry for the title.  And then there was Mathias Bellino – the 
Frenchman on board a Husky with a definite ambition to beat the Aussies on their own soil. 
 
120 riders started and 96 completed the four days, which was a good result for an event of this 
nature, and the weather and track conditions were very forgiving.  The parc ferme was 
established at the Merrijig rodeo venue of McCormack Park – a level, clear and very scenic spot 
and the focal point for the teams, riders, support crews, volunteers and medics. 

 
Parc Ferme/McCormack Control and Yamaha Special Test (Photo: Peta Jane) 

 

Prologue  –  Day  0   Tuesday 

We weren’t there for the Prologue day which was won by Frenchman Mathias Bellino #21 on 
his Husqvarna TE500 – a sign of things to come.  A little bit of strategy was being played out 
amongst the pros with some preferring not to be on the front of the grid to hopefully get the 
better tracks behind the front runners.   Riders were seeded for Day 1 based on this Prologue 
AND on their placings in the 2015 Four Day Enduro. 
 
Day   1,   Wednesday 

 

   
Perfect weather conditions kicked off the official start of the event.  Riders had a short 10 
minute work period before setting out in threes on their appointed minute: 
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       Chucky Sanders sets out, saving rubber 

     
                     David Jongebloed #48 E1 

Then it was up to us to chase the riders – I was working with the Dandenong MCC crew at the 
KTM special test and Jo was hitch hiking around the other tests. 

 
Dandenong MCC Crew at the KTM/Arundel Special Test – and there’s photographer Jo 

Thanks Pauline Sanders for taking the shot 
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Once I finished at the KTM test I headed over to the Husqvarana/Westley test.  I would call this 
an old-school special test which was tight, rocky and twisted and wound its way over the side of 
the hill as well as up and down which meant most of the time you were in first, second and 
third.  I got a few photos as I monitored my section of the track: 

  
Pre-sweeps check the track before the riders come through  Matt Phillips #2, E2 

   
Fraser Higlett #23 E1     Kirk Hutton #93 #Vets 

 
Jason Salopayevs #115 Masters 
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Jo was waiting back at parc ferme for the riders to return for the final test – a 2 minute moto 
just beside the parc ferme known as the Yamaha test. 
 

   
        Mathias Bellino #21, E2 
 

   
Chris Hollis #6, E2       Baylee Davies #18 E2 
 

   
Stefan Granquist #35 E1     Mark Grove #24 E1 
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Justin Carafa #53 E2      Brad Cann #67 E2 

After the Yamaha test the riders were allowed 15 minutes to work on their bikes, with only basic 
assistance from their support crew such as passing them tools and advising on repairs. 

   
  Jack Simpson #22 E1     Ben Kearns #32 

Then bikes were then impounded for the night, ready for the next grueling day. 
 
Day  2,  Thursday 

The riders had their biggest day today, with 9 special tests and a long trail ride up through 
Jamieson leaving many caught for time on the race back to the parc ferme for the 14:55 time 
control at McCormack Park.  Maybe a hiccup in the planning of the timing given the distances 
they had to ride which saw everyone lose time, but this was given back when the organisers 
realized they had made that error in calculation.   
 
We heard that experienced enduro rider Broc Grabham #37 had calculated the times and 
special tests even before he had left the parc ferme and predicted that this day was going to be 
very tight and didn’t think they would make the times. 
 
Jo and I headed to the Husqvarna test first up: 
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Did any of the riders have time to appreciate the view?  Matt Mason, #111 Vets 

   
          Glenn Kearney #9 at the Husqvarna test  Lincoln Bird #19 E3, Husky test 

 
Josh Green #5 winner of E1 
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Then we headed over to the Force Accessories and Beta/O’Brien Test, about 15 minutes by car 
to wait for the riders due late morning.  The Beta test was first: 
 

   
The Beta/O’Brien Test run by Kooweerup MCC     Broc Grabham #37 E2 

   
Seton Broomhall #27 E1, Honda CRF250    Damian Smith, #92 Vets 

 
#71 Sam Bolbel E3 
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And riders headed straight into the Force Accessories test, voted by many to be the best special 
test of the event for its fast, free flowing track on undulating hillside: 

   
The Force Accessories Special Test, managed by Diamond Valley MCC 

   
Matty Phillips #2 E2       Jake Blackwood #33, E2 

 

The riders had a real race to get from the trails back to the parc ferme for a final test: 

     
    Jamison Control (A4DE photo)     The Yamaha/McCormack Test   

Daniel Milner #1 gets some weight off before the Yamaha test 

Walking through the pits for the work period at the end of this huge day, you could feel the 
stress and exhaustion from the riders.   
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Chucky’s ice bath (Photo: Tony Speechley) Yes I can see the resemblance 

 
Day  3  Friday 

Day 3 was an easier day for the riders although the heat and humidity became the biggest 
challenge.  Jo kicked off with photos at the KTM/Arundel test 

   
Tony and Kurt show Chris Davey #29 E2 into the test           Nic Tomlinson #30 E3 through the Mylaps timer 
 

   
Dylan Rees #94 checks on Mylaps 

 
I had headed to the Husqvarna test again for the riders final pass through this test, after which 
we had to pack up the bunting.  Later in the morning Jo was back at the Force Accessories test: 
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  Chucky       Tye Simmonds #8 E2 

   
Peter Boyle #10 E2    Brenton Heywood #69 E2 

 
Dean Minichiello #107 Vets dodges the tree 
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And to round out the third day, riders headed back to the KTM/Arundel test where we were all 
waiting to pack it up once they had been through: 

 
Wil Ruprecht #12 E2, Sherco 450 

   
     Jesse Lawton #41 E3     Brett Steel #129 Masters 

       
            On a different line, Flea Fleming #114, Masters 



 

 

13 

Wherever we went, and on Facebook, everyone asked “How’s Shane Watts doing?” 

     
Having a great time at the A4DE but I wish the guy from 1998 (ISDE Traralgon) would magically appear and 
do a couple of special tests for me because I need all the help I can get to score some decent results, ha!!! 
(Shane, FB) 

 
Shane Watts #44 10th in E1 and 30th outright on a 2017 125XC-W thanks to KTM Australia 

 

Shane was a popular rider in the pits, stopping to talk to anyone who wanted to chat, and 
happy to share his experiences on the 125.  In fact he even stopped on the trails to have a chat 
with me!  It’s great to have him back in Australia after 17 years in USA – get along to one of his 
DirtWise schools if you have a chance.   

           
Con Privitera #97 Vets 6th in class and 54th outright         U19 Speedway champion Max Fricke #45, E1 and his dad in the work 

 period.  Max achieved 12th in E1 and 39th overall in his first enduro 
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Day  4  Final  Moto,  Saturday 

With the racing scheduled to start mid morning we had a leisurely breakfast before heading to 
the grass track moto in Barwite, laid out by the Mansfield MCC and Glenn Capuano.  Glenn 
was organizing proceedings as we arrived and a good turn out of volunteers meant all jobs were 
quickly filled.  The Restarters got to race first – these are the riders that were unable to finish 
the event for whatever reason – timed out, mechanical issues etc but were given a last 
opportunity to compete.  The track was skatey with morning dew but quickly dried and became 
dusty – and still skatey - in parts.  The E2 race was split into two heats to avoid riders behind 
the leaders getting into trouble with the dust. 

   
 Yup, it’s a grassy grass track 

 
Andrew Wilksch #31 finally gets his luck to turn with a win in the Restarters moto, RMZ450 

 

   
Brent Brady #66 E2 (restart)      Ray Borg #49 E1 (restart) 
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       Jason Pearce #100 chases Rowan Pumpa #96 in Vets 

 
Fraser Higlett #23 and Mark Grove #24, E1 

   
Hollis #6 wins the E2 moto      Tye Simmonds #8 E2 
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Lachie Stanford #7 holeshots the highly competitive E3 moto 

   
 Tom Mason fought hard to keep ahead of Chucky     Chucky passes Tom Mason and knows he has won E3 class 

 
Daniel Chucky Sanders #3, E3, KTM300 EXC 

 
Racing was all over by 2:45pm and after a short break the presentations took place, with MA’s 
Chris Gray and Don Atkins introducing the winners.  But there was someone else giving out 
awards this week… 
 
The   PRO--Fessor   Comes  to  the  Four  Day 

The PRO-fessor drove his little red Citroen 2CV down to Mansfield from the Supercross where 
he’d been working with the development of a special Yamaha bike and rider.  That’s all we’ll say 
because all he told us was “two little ducks, work it out for yourself”. 
But The PRO-fessor was here to cast his bespectacled eyes over the Four Day riders.  He 
congratulated Bryan Noble and the Dandenong MCC team over the layout of the Husqvarna 
test which reminded him of an old school course, tight and technical.  Bryan, his wife Michelle 
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and sons Jake and Scott received the “Superhuman Effort’ award for their commitment to this 
event.  And for the very welcome and tasty catering distributed to the Dandenong workers.   

   
                        The PRO-fessor left his 2CV in the high street unlocked  Bryan Noble  

The PRO-fessor had two other awards – “Spirit of Enduro” and “Riding Excellence”.  Mick 
Turnbull #99 in the Vets class caught The PRO-fessor’s eye for his ‘never say die’ attitude, 
after he had to restart the event when his stator failed on Day 1.  And in a strange coincidence, 
Mick Turnbull and The PRO-fessor just happen to have the same haircut.  Or barber. 

    
Mick Turnbull #99, Spirit of Enduro award 

    
And finally the Four Day rookie from the DMCC, Trent Tucci #74 (E3) was commended by The 
PRO-fessor for his Enduro Riding Excellence – for one so young in his first 4 Day event, Trent 
has a real old fashioned work ethic and just gets on with the job.  Definitely one to watch in the 
future. 
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Rookie rider Trent Tucci #74 finished 9th in E3 and 38th overall.  Supported by Tony, Linda and Renee 

The PRO-fessor will be dusting off his Panama hat and heading to the biggest off-road race in 
the world in January – the Dakar.  I’ll be glad to be rid of him for a few months – he isn’t very 
house trained. 
 
WRAP  UP 

8 women competed in this event and 6 finished.  Tayla Jones #83 was the highest finisher 
with 32nd outright.  The top three finishers in the Women’s class were also the team that has 
now won the ISDE Womens trophy four times.  A great sporting achievement for Australia. 
 

 
Tayla Jones in the final moto 

 

   
Jemma Wilson #84    Tayla Jones doing a tyre change 
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Broc Grabham #37 
Pretty happy to finish my second A4DE not the greatest result after a few little problems like getting sick 
Tuesday night and not sleeping the night before day one so day one did not go to plan at all losing a lot of time 
with crashes and spewing up in the test and just struggled to focus. I finished day one 16th a long way back 
from where I wanted to be but day two and three went a bit better where I finished 8th and 7th outright but 
unfortunately I wasn't able to get a good start in the final moto and I was stuck behind too many slower riders 
in the dust and could not see the track 80% of the race so I lost too much time and ended up finishing 11th 
outright and 5th in E2 but oh well 2016 is nearly over, really looking forward to see what 2017 

brings ✊ ✊ Massive thanks to Husqvarna Australia for my awesome 2017 FE 450 never had a drama with it 
all 5 days, such a great bike and a massive thanks to everyone in the NSW team that helped me over the 
week at all the controls, couldn't do it without everyone's help and support thanks guys and girls.  (Facebook) 
 

     
Dave Fleming #114 won his Masters class and achieved a top 40 finish in 37th overall.  I would 
like to see how many Four Days he has done – it would be in the double figures. 

   
Victorian Dylan Rees #94 took out the Vets Australian Four Day Enduro title and in his podium 
speech he observed that the last title he won was a Junior Trials title! 
 
Get wells go to Tom McCormack #28, Danielle Foot #89 and Baylee Davies #28 who all 
had ambo rides and are recovering. 
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Welcome sights: Fuel dump (Photo: Linda Tucci)  and Parc Ferme 

 
The Four Day was originally devised as a club teams events – Cessnock MCC from NSW took out 
the trophy this year with the Peacocks, Jacob #42 and Mark #116, and Damian Smith #92.  
The Victorian club of Leongatha MCC came in second thanks to Con Privitera #97, Jesse 
Venn #52 and Dave Flea Fleming #114 
 

SPECIAL TESTS 

Test Day 1 Wed Day 2 Thurs Day 3 
KTM Milner Bellino Milner 

Yamaha Bellino Bellino Milner 

Force Accessories Bellino Bellino Milner 

Beta Milner Bellino Bellino 

Husqvarna Bellino Bellino Hollis 

Husqvarna 2nd   Green  

Beta 2nd  Hollis  

Force Access 2nd    Green  

Yamaha 2nd  Milner Stanford  

KTM 2nd    Milner 

Stoney Moto Test   Simpson (Day 4) 

Tests Summary 
Bellino won 9 tests, Milner won 7, Green 2, Hollis 2, Stanford and Simpson 1 test each 
 

 
     Glenn Kearney #9, retires and celebrates 



 

 

21 

Benefit to the Community 
We estimate we spent around $1300 in the 5 days/4 nights we were staying in Mansfield which 
would not have gone to the area if they hadn’t have run the event.  It would still be in my bank!  
Many others who came up for the event would have spent much more.  Everyone would have 
had to come into town to buy something – food, petrol, bottled water, ice, beer etc.  The clubs 
running the tests all spent up big on feeding and hydrating volunteers to the tune of a couple of 
hundred dollars a day.  Plus the tourism factor of letting people see the beauty of the area and 
they will return to explore further.  Dave Marsicano of Mt Buller Motorcycle Adventures, who 
was pivotal in creating the fantastic trails, was excited to show everyone where he lived and 
how good it is, and how much there is to explore.  Check out www.bullerbikeadventures.com.au 
and get some mates along to see this beautiful part of the state.  
 
 

Thank yous and honourable mentions are endless for the organizing and running of an event of 
this magnitude.  Here’s some we can remember: 
Yamaha 

Just always 
supporting 

this sport 
and events 

Husqvarna 

Off-Road 
 

Beta 
 

KTM  

 
Force 

Accessories 

Christensens 

Motorcycles 
 

Bulk 

Nutrients 
Mt Buller 

Adventure 
Tours 

Turnbulls 

Hire 
 

Vitek 
Bendigo 

Property 

Owners 
and those 

that 
allowed 

access 

Everyone who 
gave Jo a lift: 
Brad, Renee, 
Dylan’s wife 
Angelique, the 
Newtons, Paul 
and ?someone 

Colin Jennings 
Chris Gray 
Denise Hore 
Richard Gates 
Peta, Eliza and 
crew 

Jan Waldon 
Peter DeHaan 
Glenn 
Capuano 
Steve Mason 
Trudy 
Campain 

Dave Marsicano  
Jason O’Brien 
Paul Bray 
David Murray 
Matt Porteous 
Dave Collins 
Brendan Walsh 

Motorcycling 
Australia/Victoria 
State Govt 
Parks Victoria 

Patrick Dillon 
Tony Speechley 
Marty Orchard 
Lisa Skinner 
Mick Denham 

Tony Lee 
Kurt Goodman 
The Wilsons 
Jeff Graham 
Cory Murdoch 

The Noble 
Family 
The Gogol 
Family 

Norm Watts 
Brenda & 
Terry Corkery 
Jack Newton 
Youngie 
Noelene 
Matthews 

Kooweerup 
MCC 

Alexandra 
MCC 

Mansfield 
MCC 

Diamond 
Valley MCC 

Dandenong 
MCC 

MCRCV The Police Event Aid 
Paramedics 

  Sweeps 
including Jake 
Gogol. Nick 
Graham 
Scott Noble 

The local 
Commmunity 
and businesses 

Emergency 
Radio Network 
WICEN (VIC) 
Inc 

Vantage Fuels 
cafe 
supporting the 
Make A Wish 
Foundation 
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Results 
All the results are on www.speedhive.mylaps.com 
Mathias Bellino completed the event with a finishing time of 2:08:28.623 (total time to 
complete all the tests) 
Tayla Jones’ finishing time was 2:20:10.605 
Enduro 1 E1 

1. Josh Green #5 
2. Glenn Kearney #9 

3. Jack Simpson #22 

Enduro 2 E2 

1. Mathias Bellino #21 
2. Chris Hollis #6 

3. Daniel Milner #1  

Enduro 3 E3 

1. Daniel Sanders #3 
2. Lachlan Stanford #7 

3. Lyndon Snodgrass #36 

Vets Over 35 

1. Dylan Rees #94 
2. Damian Smith #92 

3. Kirk Hutton #93 
Masters Over 45 
1. Dave Fleming #114 

2. Brett Steel #129 

3. Jason Salopayevs #115 

Womens 
1. Tayla Jones #83 

2. Jemma Wilson #84 

3. Jess Gardiner #85 

Senior Trophy 
1. Team NSW 
2. Team Vic 
3. Team QLD 

Womens Trophy 
1. Team NSW 

2. Team QLD 
 

Junior Trophy  
1. Team NSW 

2. Team TAS 
3. Team Vic 

Trade Teams 
1. Husqvarna Off-Road 

2. Blu Cru Yamaha 
3. KTM 

U19 Stefan Merriman 
Trophy 
Lyndon Snodgrass #36 

 

Club Teams 
1. Cessnock MCC 

2. Leongatha MCC 
3. Manly Warringah MCC 

Teena Jennings Award 

(Outstanding Volunteer 
Award) 

Dave Marsicano 

Glenn Kearney and 

Chris Hollis were 
recognized for their 

contribution to the sport 
as they retire 

Matt Phillips was recognized 
for his achievements in the 
World Enduro series 

Denise Hore handed over 
the reins of administration to 
Matt Falvo 

Thanks Denise for all your 
hardwork and commitment 

 

     
Mathias Bellino “Australian has a really strong country and strong riders” 

   
Chris Hollis retires  Dave Marsicano 
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For more photos and reports head to the Motorcycling Australia website, or AORC and MA 
Facebook pages.  Also Kane O’Rourke has some great photos from the Moto. 

              
Kendall Jennings and KAJX Communications has podcast interviews and commentary. 
  John Pearson of John Pearson Media @jpmediaaus has photos available from every day 
  

www.a4de.com.au 
 

Did you like what you saw of the Four Day?  Want to have a crack at it?  In 2017 the event 
heads to Brisbane West Wellcamp Airport, Toowoomba QLD around Aug-Sept 2017 with the 
Toowoomba Motorcycle Club organizing the venue.  We will keep you updated. 

   
 
We hope you enjoyed me and Jo’s updates on Facebook throughout the event.  It was a little 
challenging finding information but we did our best and hope you felt as if you were there! 

 

  
****************************************************************** 

And if you like the look of those tough machines from 
Husqvarna then you can win one for $50 through the 
Harley Club raffle (contact the club or see poster). 
The draw is on 3rd December 
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Dandenong MCC’s motocross three round club champs at the 
Wonthaggi motocross track concludes with the third and final 
round on Saturday 26th November followed by presentations 
Classes for the MX round include: 
VMX Pre 90 class     Enduro class 
Vets Over 35, Vets Over 40, Women  Quads TBC 
Prizes, raffles & a unique prize is going to be up for grabs… 
Free camping for club members 
Also proudly supported by AMX and Scooter News 
Entries open at www.dmcc.com.au and close Thursday 24th Nov 

 

 

FANCY  A  RACE  WITH  YOUR  MATES ? 

Saturday  26th  November  2016 
DMCC, Wonthaggi 

 
The Dandenong Club’s final motocross championship round will be on Saturday 26th November: 
 

 

 
 
***************************************************************************** 
Advertising for a mate of mine… 

FOR    SALE 

SUZUKI   RMZ 25O    2013 

 

 
Late 2013/14 Suzuki RMZ 250. 
You would be hard pressed to fault this machine.  It has never been raced nor thrashed, which is why 
it has just under 10 hours.   Have only ridden it on 2 practise days. 
 

It comes with quite a few spares, shrouds, tyres and filters. 
If interested call Steve after 1pm week days on 0405 744 348 
Asking price is $4,700.    Located:  south eastern region, Melbourne Vic 
PS. Please no stupid offers as this machine is well worth the asking price. 
 

Gear Price $340 
MX helmet,  medium, brand new / Full set of Alpine body armour / AXO Boots size 9 / Fox pants size 32 

 

http://www.dmcc.com.au/
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****************************************************************************** 
 

Sponsors/Advertisers: looking for new or existing sponsors for 2017!  Drop us a line. 

Steve    #v165  

   

 Steven Davis 
  (Scooter News) 

 

Email: scooter-news@hotmail.com 
#v165 mobile: 0412 999 905 

 

 
 

If you are receiving this email from a mate and want to get it straight 
from us – send us an email! 

 

 

Shoey! 
Daniel Chucky Sanders celebrates in current fashion 

(did he really drink it?) 
 

THANKS TO DMCC FOR HOSTING OUR NEWSLETTER THIS WEEK 
 

************************************************************* 
     

TRADE   PAGE 
 

   

 
Specialists in motorcycling servicing, performance tuning, 

 
STEVEN DAVIS 

PAINTING 
All your domestic and commercial needs 

https://www.facebook.com/RochesterMotorcycles
mailto:scooter-news@hotmail.com
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dyno tuning, modification, fabrication, general repairs, race 

setup, vintage restoration etc 

 

Cisco's Race Tuning 
Unit 1/12 Jesmond Road Croydon VIC 3136  

Ph (03)9725-1330   Fax (03)9725-1141 

info@ciscos.com.au  FB: Ciscos Race Tuning 

Website: www.ciscos.com.au 

Interior and exterior 
 

Eastern suburbs 
Free quotes 

Steve: 0412 999 905 
(well, it is my newsletter...) 

  

 

Open 8.30-5pm Mon-Fri 
Phone: 03 9775 1299 
Fax: 03 9775 1399 
sales@mk1motorcycles.com.au 

1/ 3 Lathams Road, Carrum Downs 3195 VIC 
 

 
 
CUSTOM DESIGN & BUILT HOMES 

REQUIRE QUALITY TRADES 
Carpenters, Concreters, Bricklayers, etc. 
 
        James: 0419 581 277 

               Email: jbcoen@comdain.com.au 
 

www.comdainhomes.com.au 

Scooter News has advertising space available – sell your motorbike items or promote your 
business – motorbike related please.  Circulation: OVER 1,650 motocross riders, and rising!   
Adverts are a bargain - $10 a week for business card size ads and no commission on the sale.  
Front page sponsorship packages also available.  Contact Steve to discuss 

0412 999 905 / scooter-news@hotmail.com 
 

    
 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 
Email us your event poster – it’s FREE! 

    

            

Looking for Photos? 
 

Jo will hunt out the best of photos of you from an 
event and all we ask for is a donation to help our 

support of the sport.  Contact us for details 
scooter-news@hotmail.com 

 
Remember all profits are put back into supporting 

this wonderful sport! 

mailto:scooter-news@hotmail.com
mailto:scooter-news@hotmail.com
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